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The APF newsletter has been printed on 100% recycled paper.

Questions or comments?  Contact Ganay at (406) 922-0796 or ganay@americanprairie.org.  
If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter, please contact Ganay as well.
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World Wildlife Fund Science Update – 
Plague on the Prairie

Electronic Newsletter Only, Anyone?
In an effort to keep APF’s supporters informed, it has been our standard practice to send both an 
electronic and a print version of the newsletter.  If you would prefer to receive only the electronic 
version, please send an email to ganay@americanprairie.org.  Kindly type “E-Newsletter Only” in 
the subject line and include your first and last name in the body of the email.

An outbreak of sylvatic plague 

occurred this spring on 

black-tailed prairie dog 

(Cynomys ludovicianus) colo-

nies on and adjacent to the American 

Prairie Reserve (APR). Plague is an exotic 

disease caused by the bacterium Yersinia 

pestis and is transmitted by infected fleas 

to mammalian hosts, such as prairie dogs. 

Introduced to North America in the early 

1900’s, plague causes high mortality in 

prairie dogs, which is of conservation 

concern since prairie dogs are the primary food source for the endangered black-footed ferret 

(Mustela nigripes). In an effort to prevent further losses of both species to plague, World Wildlife 

Fund (WWF) collaborated with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) biologists by launching an 

intensive dusting campaign. Dusting prairie dog burrows with the insecticide Deltamethrin controls 

fleas and has been shown to reduce the impacts of plague. Nearly 1,500 acres and 39,000 burrows 

were dusted in June 2008 in an attempt to prevent plague from eliminating the remaining prairie dog 

colonies where black-footed ferrets are living. 

New Website Features...

Check out our new photo gallery on our 

website, americanprairie.org, and watch the 

new 28-min documentary, American Prairie 

Reserve, narrated by Tom Brokaw.  This 

stunning and informative movie is a great 

introduction to the project area and a won-

derful way to educate your friends about 

APF’s mission.  Also, please browse the New 

York Times article featuring APF in our “In 

the News” Section.

Screenshot of New APF Photo Gallery!


